“Rage, Rage Against the Dying of the Light”

for piano duet

Colin G. Johnson



Programme Note

In 2018, I rediscovered this piece, which—judging from the date on the computer file—I must have
written shortly after my father’s death in the summer of 2013; I could hardly remember writing it. I
revised it, slightly, early in 2018. The piece is based on two kinds of material. The first is a quiet,
still sequence of chords with a tiny amount of ornamentation, played a number of times
identically. The second is a series of loud gestures at the extremes of the range of the piano. Each
pianist is responsible for both kinds of material; the hand towards the middle of the piano playing
the chords, the one towards the extreme playing the gestures. This is both a practical necessity, due
to the distribution of the material and a way of focusing the players’ attention on each other’s
playing, as the chords must be played with great care and coordination.

Length

Approximately four minutes.

Practical Note

This piece is presented in two formats. Firstly, there is a standard score. Then, for practicality, the
traditional piano duet format, with the rightmost player’s part on the right-hand pages and the
leftmost player’s part on the left-hand pages.

Biography

Colin Johnson is a composer with wide interests, ranging from straightforward pieces for acoustic
instruments to music theatre works and frameworks for improvisation.

Copyright Note

© 2013/2018 Colin G. Johnson. The music may be redistributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons BY-NC-ND licence. In short, you are free to copy, distribute, display and perform the
work, under the following conditions: You must give the original author credit; You may not use
this work for commercial purposes; You may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; For any
reuse and distribution, you must make clear to others the licence terms of this work. Any of these
conditions can be waived if you get permission from the copyright holder (contact details below).
Nothing in this licence impairs or restricts the author’s moral rights. This is a summary of the full
licence text available at http:/ / creativecommons.org/licenses /by-nc-nd /2.0/uk/legalcode

[©rece]

Contact Details

Email: colingj@gmail.com
Website: http:/ /www.colinjohnson.me.uk/


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode
mailto:colingj@gmail.com
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Piano Duet Format
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