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music for ensemble:
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Colin G. Johnson



Programme Note

Her Fingernails Struck Carillons” was written in the spring/summer of 2001 for a workshop with 
IXION later that summer. The title is taken from a vampire story by Angela Carter entitled The 
Lady of the House of Love:

! “She offered him a sugar biscuit from a Limoges plate;
!  her fingernails struck carillons from the antique china.”

This image suggested one of the musics which makes up this piece, i.e. the piano-led theme which 
is introduced about a quarter of the way into the piece and developed from there onwards. Other 
themes were created to frame this music; the most substantial of these is a rhythmically-driven 
theme for the cello, which is heard in fragments at the very beginning of the piece,and which 
underpins most of the remainder of the piece, being taken up in fragments by the bass clarinet 
from time to time. Other themes include a melodic flute line, repeated in several variations at 
different points in the piece, and an unaccompanied violin line, which is interposed into the main 
music in small fragments at first, but which is the only music left by the end of the piece. 

Length

Around 7 minutes.

Biography

Colin Johnson studied mathematics at the University of York, and is currently Head of the School 
of Computing at the University of Kent in Canterbury, from where he obtained his PhD in 2003. He 
has been involved in composition for a number of years, and has particular interests in music for 
chamber ensembles and music theatre.

Copyright Note

© 2001 Colin G. Johnson.

This may be redistributed under the terms of the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND licence. In short, 
you are free to copy, distribute, display and perform the work, under the following conditions:  
You must give the original author credit; You may not use this work for commericial purposes; You 
may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; For any reuse and distribution, you must make 
clear to others the licence terms of this work. Any of these conditions can be waived if you get 
permission from the copyright holder. Nothing in this licence impairs or restricts the author’s 
moral rights. This is a summary of the full licence text available at 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode

Contact Details

colingj@gmail.com

http://www.colinjohnson.me.uk

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode
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